The role played by the subscapularis in shoulder arthroplasty has been the subject of intensive clinical outcomes and basic science research over the past decade. Although the outcomes of shoulder arthroplasty are generally predictable, failure of the subscapularis has been identified as a potential factor that may lead to a poorer outcome. Subscapularis failure may lead to pain, limitation in range of motion, shoulder instability, and early implant failure. The incidence of failure is likely higher than previously recognized and was brought to light by early reports of subscapularis weakness following total shoulder arthroplasty and an associated incidence of adverse outcomes.
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In order to obtain optimal treatment outcomes in shoulder arthroplasty, it is important for surgeons to possess a profound knowledge of subscapularis anatomy, results of biomechanical comparisons of various subscapularis management techniques, as well as the results of clinical outcomes studies in the setting of anatomic total shoulder arthroplasty and reverse shoulder arthroplasty.
The overarching aim of this symposium is to provide surgeons with an important resource by bringing together the most up-to-date information on subscapularis management approaches and techniques. You will find articles written by leading researchers in the field of clinical outcomes and basic science research in shoulder arthroplasty. We sincerely hope you find this symposium useful. 
Sincerely, George Athwal and Peter Lapner
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